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Civilian Labor Force – Comprises all civilians 16 years of age and over that are
classified as employed and unemployed during a particular reference week.
Commercial Office District (CO) – This zoning district was established to provide areas
in the Town of Gorham which accommodate a suitable mix of retail commercial
businesses and professional offices. Also allowed within this district are shopping
centers, schools, hospitals, and churches.
Farmland – Land that is actively being used for agricultural purposes as discussed in
the Gorham Zoning Ordinance.
Gorham Village—is the commercial and retail center for the Town of Gorham. Gorham
Village is comprised of one the following main roads: Routes 4/202 west (Narragansett
Street) to Routes 4/202 east (Gray Road). Route 114 north (Fort Hill Road) and Route
114 south (South Street). Route 25 enters into Gorham Village from the west along
State Street and continues east of Gorham Village as Main Street.
Historic Site –refers to a place on the landscape that contains prehistoric or historic
artifacts.
Industrial District (I) – This zoning district was established to provide areas within the
Town of Gorham for manufacturing, processing, treatment, research, warehousing and
distribution.
Manufactured Housing (MH) – The Manufactured Housing Park Overlay District allows
a number of environmentally suitable locations in Gorham for the expansion of existing
manufactured home parks and the development of new manufactured home parks. This
district is often overlayed onto the rural residential and suburban residential zoning
districts.
Narragansett District (ND) – This zoning district was established to allow for a wide
range of non-residential uses that include good quality commercial, light industrial, and
specialty enterprises which could enhance the economic base within the Town of
Gorham.
Office Residential (OR) – This zoning district was established to allow for a mixture of
residential uses and business and professional offices in close proximity to the existing
commercial areas of the Town of Gorham. The reuse and rehabilitation of existing
structures is encouraged for new office uses.
Open Space – Lands permanently dedicated for agricultural uses, gardening, forestry,
natural resource conservation, outdoor recreation or common open spaces as discussed
in the Gorham Zoning Ordinance.
Poverty Definition– The FHWA Order 5610.2 defines “low-income” as “a person whose
household income is at or below the Department of Health and Human Services poverty
guidelines.” The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) poverty guidelines
are used as eligibility criteria for the Community Services Block Grant Program and a
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number of other Federal programs. However, a State or locality may adopt a higher
threshold for low-income as long as the higher threshold is not selectively implemented
and is inclusive of all persons at or below the HHS poverty guidelines.
Poverty Level – Defined by the U.S. Census one year prior to the census, the poverty
level counts money income before taxes and does not include capital gains and noncash
benefits.
Roadside Commercial (RC) – This zoning district was established to designate areas
of the Town of Gorham for general sales, services and business space. This district
allows for auto-oriented businesses, including gas stations, and light industrial uses.
Rural (R) – This zoning district was established to designate areas of the Town of
Gorham in which agricultural and rural land uses are encouraged and the development
of very large scale residential uses are discouraged. This district allows one or twofamily dwellings, exclusive of mobile homes.
Significant Historic Site – is one that can contribute important scientific information
about the past and that is eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic
Places.
Study Area – Located in the southern third of the Town of Gorham, encompassing
approximately 40 square kilometers (19 square miles). The Study Area is generally
centered around Gorham Village and includes Mosher Corner at its northeast corner. To
the southeast, the Study Area extends along Route 22 to the Scarborough Town Line.
To the southwest, the Study Area extends to the Buxton Town Line, in the vicinity of U.S.
Route 4/Route 202 and Osborne Road. West Gorham is at the northwest corner of the
Study Area.
Suburban Residential (SR) -- This zoning district was established to designate areas
where new low-density residential growth can occur outside existing built-up areas.
Permitted uses include one and two family dwelling units, nursing homes, apartment
buildings, schools, hospitals, and churches.
Suburban-Style Development – Suburban-style development patterns are typically
lower density residential development, with no or limited public utilities, few public
activities (churches, day care), and a clear separation of uses, resulting in residential
land uses becoming distant from places of work and shopping, as described in the
Gorham Zoning Ordinance.
Undeveloped Land – Land that has little or no development on it, as described in the
Gorham Zoning Ordinance.
Urban Commercial (UC) – This zoning district was established to designate areas to
provide general sales, services and business space in the Town of Gorham. The
redevelopment of parcels within this district consistent with the “village character” is
encouraged.
Urban Residential (UR) – This zoning district was established to designate areas to
provide areas for a variety of residential and service uses. One and two-family dwelling
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units, apartment buildings, schools, and nursing homes are uses that are acceptable
within this district.
Village Center District (VC) – This zoning district was established to designate areas
for small, local, retail sales, commercial service, and office uses which are in keeping
with the scale and character of Gorham Village while minimizing the traffic problems and
interruptions created by such development. The rehabilitation and reuse of existing
structures is encouraged.
Village Character- This term is used in the Gorham Zoning Ordinance to describe the
physical characteristics of Gorham Village; including the relationship of buildings to the
street, pedestrian scale signage, building materials and roof lines, exterior lighting,
including light fixtures and poles comparable to existing buildings within Gorham Village.
Village Expansion Subarea -- This area is approximately bounded by Lovers Lane to
the north, Libby Avenue to the east, Day Road to the south, and Weeks Road to the
west. This area has been classified to encourage the expansion of the Gorham Village
residential and commercial uses. The density of future residential and commercial uses
should be comparable with existing uses. Outside of Gorham Village, where public
services are reasonably available, suburban-style development patterns are
encouraged.
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